
Congratulations! You have enrolled in the AP Studio Art course for the 2012-2013 school year.  This is 
a very demanding college level course.  If you take your work seriously and keep up with your artistic 
commitments, you will also find this class very rewarding.  

The AP Studio Art exam is a submission of your portfolio. Each of you will be required to create 
24-30 quality artworks for your AP portfolio. This is a daunting task. Therefore, it is essential to 
put forth your best effort in your summer homework. If you need materials, see me before the last 
day of school. Your summer homework is due the first week of school and will count as your first  
sketchbook and project grades.  

Remember to stay positive (you can do this, and do it well!), challenge yourself, and work hard.  
Good luck, and I look forward to seeing your great art the first week of school.

Please email Mrs. Rodgers at shhsapstudioart @gmail.com or jrodgers@wssd.org 

Check out our class website at:

shhsapstudioart.wordpress.com

As an AP studio artist, you are expected to submit high quality artwork that can be 
comparable to artwork produced at the college level. These works are vital to the 
development of your AP Portfolio.  It will add to the required AP sections: Quality, 

Concentration, & Breadth.  In some cases, it will be a realization process for you to 
understand yourself better as an artist.  
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To better prepare you for the AP Studio Art class you will be asked to complete 
the following throughout your summer months:

1. Create a student account on the College Board website.
2. Explore the College Board website and answer several questions regarding the AP 

Studio Art portfolio requirements.
3. Maintain a sketchbook.
4. Brainstorm possible concentration ideas.
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SUPPLIES & MATERIALS:

 A sketchbook: choose either a 9” x 12” Spiral bound sketchbook 
OR a 7.5” x 10” Moleskine Extra Large Soft Cover sketchbook

 drawing materials, magazines, glue stick

STEP 1: COLLEGE BOARD STUFF

Getting Registered at the College Board Website:

As soon as possible, register at www.collegeboard.com. Here you will find information about AP Studio Art-
Drawing portfolio exam, scoring rubrics used and examples of past student work.

From the www.collegeboard.com homepage, click on the “For Students” tab
Under “My Organizer” you can create a free user account – you can use this account to access 
information about any AP exam and classes
Under the “College Board Tests” section, you can click on “AP” which will take you to the AP homepage
Here is a link to the Studio Art homepage: 

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/sub_studioart.html

STEP 2: AP STUDIO ART REQUIREMENTS        10 total points

AP Studio Art 2012 Summer Assignments
Strath Haven High School Art Department

While on the College Board website, read about the AP Studio Art Portfolio, then summarize 
and define the contents of the AP Studio Art Portfolio in your sketchbook.  

1. What is the quality section, what is a concentration, what is breadth?  
2. How many works are submitted in each section?
3. How do you submit artwork for each required section?
4. How many total pieces of art are required in the AP portfolio?
5. What sections may overlap? Why?

6. Explain the difference between a drawing portfolio, a 2D Design portfolio and a 3D portfolio.
7. Spend time looking at portfolios that interest you. Write several sentences about your reaction to 
the work you see. Please document the name of the portfolio that you are observing. In addition, 
write down anything that interests you, that you have questions about or that you think you’ll need 
to remember and know for next year.
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STEP 3: Elements of Art-collage   10 points per page = 50 total points

In your sketchbook, you will collect images that demonstrate a visual investigation of the elements of 
art (line, shape, value, texture, and color). You may collect these images from magazines, newspaper, 
books, photographs, etc. Each page should be thoughtfully designed and neatly secured using a glue 
stick. Carefully cut swatches that are obvious examples of each element of art. Craftsmanship and 
creativity are both important for your grade.

• Each swatch should be at least 3” in one direction. 
• Each page should have at least 8 swatches.
• Please keep these 5 pages consecutive in your sketchbook. You will loose points if they 

are not grouped together in your sketchbook.

Create a collage of magazine images that 
successfully illustrate each element of art.

1. line
2. shape
3. value
4. texture
5. color

STEP 4: Collage pages         10 points per page = 100 total points

Create 10 pages of resource image pages aka collages.
When looking through magazines, newspaper, or other printed material, clip out and paste into your 
sketchbook images that might be used as references for future artwork.  

STEP 5: Concept Maps                            10 points per map = 40 total points

Create four different concept maps based on ideas that you 
explore in your sketchbook.
Choose any FOUR sketchbook assignments from STEP 4 to use as the starting point for your concept 
maps. Create the concept map BEFORE you complete the sketchbook page...this will give you more 
ideas to work from thus giving you more options.
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SWATCH REQUIREMENTS

• 3” in at least one direction
• include 8 swatches on each page
• include the definition for each 

element of art on the page
• craftsmanship



STEP 6: YOUR SKETCHBOOK        10 points per page = 40 total points

In your sketchbook, choose 4 of prompts from the 
box to the right and create a page for each. 

Include reference to some of your elements of art 
collage pages. Incorporate the lines, colors, textures 
that you collected.

Choose 4 of the following and complete a

 two-page spread in your sketchbook.  20 points per page = 80 total points

Organize a still life utilizing breakfast foods. Include 4-5 items. Overlap the items.  

Create a collage using materials mixed with drawings and words. Think outside the box with this 
assignment. Rearrange the subject by cutting, tearing etc. and put it back together in a creative, 
abstract, and/or unpredictable way.

A sketchbook journal of café sketches - Go to at least 5 different places over the summer where you can sit 
and sketch for a long period of time. In your drawing, capture the essence of this place (local eatery/café, 
bookstore, mall, dentist office, bathroom, your bedroom) as well as the plants, animals and people who are 
present in your scene.  

Something about your summer. This can be a realistic or abstract piece.  Try to convey important 
thoughts, feelings and/or events from your summer.

 Song, poem or book interpretation. Select a song, poem or book that is meaningful to you and 
create a visual interpretation of it.  

Architectural perspective drawing. Find a setting of house, building, room, etc. which incorporates 
perspective. A corner of a room that includes the floor and/or ceiling works well for this. Use a 
vanishing point(s), but NOT necessarily a ruler, and create an interesting composition. Be accurate in 
depicting depth, but allow for some more natural lines.

Your choice! Do your own thing for 2 pages instead of using one of the provided prompts.

TOTAL POINTS FOR YOUR SUMMER SKETCHBOOK WORK = 320 POINTS
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• When I grow up…
• Three strong childhood memories
• If I had more time..
• I want to be an artist because
• Three things that make me sad
• Favorite saying
• Three favorite places
• Three favorite artists because... 

(document some information about them)


